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URBAN VICISSITUDES 

July 2 - September 29, 1985 

The ever-changing nature of life in the city is the subject of a summer 
exhibition of prints, drawings, and photographs at The Cleveland Museum of Art. 
Titled Urban Vicissitudes , the exhibition is drawn from the Museum collection, 
with loans of four contemporary prints from the Progressive Corporation Collection. 
It is on view July 2 through September 29. 

A number of the images depict the darker sides of city life, the greed and 
reckless ambition expressed by the German Expressionist artists George Grosz, 

Ernst Kirchner, and Max Beckmann. Edouard Manet records a scene of civil strife 
on the barricades in the streets of Paris, and Louis Lozowick a 1938 bread line 
in an American city. Margaret Bourke-White’s industrial photographs of the 
early 1930s are powerful statements about America’s smokestack economy. 

The exhibition also features decidedly upbeat and satirical images. Edgar 
Degas’s images of theater personalities and the demi-monde, and Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec’s observations of cafe society, reflect the excitement of 
Parisian urban life at the turn of the century. 

The earliest artist in the show is Honore Daumier, whose illustrations for 
newspapers in mid~19th century Paris poked less-than-gentle fun at the pre- 
tensions of the bourgeoisie. One of the most recent is the American artist 
Red Grooms, whose Picasso Goes to Heaven is a witty apotheosis of that aged 
master. 

Hilliard Goldfarb, assistant curator of prints and drawings, organized the 
exhib it ion. 
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